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Furman reports 
Art from the heart 
Design, costuming students develop skills 
while reaching out to others 
Ross McClain and Kathleen Gossman had 
essentially the same idea. They just came 
at it from sl ightly different perspectives. 
McClain,  who joined the Furman art 
department in 1 999, wanted his advertising 
design students to discover how their work 
could have a social impact. " I  was looking 
for them to create a design that wou ldn't 
just push a product but would be persuasive 
for a cause," he says. 
Gossman, a theatre arts professor since 
1 997, sought a project for her costume 
crafts students that would allow them to 
test thei r  sewing ability whi le contributing 
something to the community. "I didn't want 
them just to develop skil ls," she says. " I  
wanted them to do something that would 
be tangible and l ink them to the outside 
world ." 
The results give a new context to the 
term "service learning." 
During winter term, McClain's ad design 
students arranged to work with non-profit 
agencies in G reenvil le to design whatever 
the organizations might need, be it 
letterhead, poster or Web site. This spring's 
costuming class created qui lts and hats for 
use in the nursery and pediatric oncology 
un its at Greenvi l le Memorial Hospital. 
The art students, McClain says, worked 
with organizations "that don't have m uch 
money to promote their goals. The students 
were offering their talent to help them get 
their message across." 
Twelve local agencies, ranging from 
the G reenville Free Medical Cl inic to the 
Humane Society, Literacy Association and 
Cancer Society, signed on. The students 
went back and forth between the agencies 
and the class, discussing and sharing i deas 
and developing strategies. At the end of 
the term, the agency heads were invited to 
the students' project presentations, then 
were given the work to do with as they 
wished. 
A number of the agencies indicated 
that they planned to incorporate the 
students' ideas into their promotional 
packages. Two examples: After seeing 
Mary Hooper's work, the South Carol ina 
Chi ldren's Theatre asked her to assist the 
ad agency that had designed the group's 
previous campaign in creati ng a new look 
for next season. Pendleton Place, a 
chi ldren's shelter, adopted Daiva Liktorius' 
teddy bear design for its stationery. 
But McClain also measures the success 
of the course in other ways. "The students 
im mersed themselves in these projects. 
They went out and saw what these organi­
zations were doing for the community," he 
says. "They learned about volunteer 
opportunities and developed a stronger 
sense of social awareness - and then they 
came back to class and educated each 
other." 
For Gossman's costuming students, 
the quilt and hat projects provided a perfect 
opportunity for them to, in her words, "test 
their sewing skil ls on a project that had real 
meaning."  
The quilt ing exercise requi red each 
student to design a n ine-square-inch block 
to be incl uded on a 36 -by-45-inch qui lt .  
While their color schemes needed to be 
compatible, the students had fairly free reign 
in terms of design. The squares were 
incorporated into three quilts, which were 
given to the local hospital for use in the 
nursery. 
The students then moved on to 
designing hats - two apiece. Whi le the 
style and shape were selected from standard 
commercial patterns, the hats reflected the 
personalities and creativity of the individual 
designers. Once completed - all were 
l ined with cotton flannel - they were taken 
to the pediatric oncology wing to find a 
happy home. 
(Examples of qui lts and hats designed 
by costume crafts students can be seen on 
the Furman Web at www.furman .edu/ 
�kgossman/theatre26 .)  
"This isn't  just about book learning or 
skill acquisition," says Gossman. "Students 
are challenged by these projects. There's 
no shoddy workmanship, because they're 
very conscious of creating something unique 
and wonderfu l ."  
To i l lustrate her point, Gossman relates 
a story from last spring.  "There was a little 
boy who had been a cancer patient for a 
long t ime, and he had always worn the 
same hat," she says. "When he was 
presented his new hat, you should've seen 
the smile. It was just amazing - and that's 
what this project is about." 
- Jim Stewart 
From top: Daiva Liktorius ' concept for 
Pendleton Place; costume crafts students 
show off their quilt; Mary Hooper's work 
for the South Carolina Children 's Theatre. 
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